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Abstract

Background and Aim: Lack of necessary awareness and misdiagnosis can have
serious consequences in dental emergencies, potentially causing irreparable harm to
the patient’s health. This study aimed to assess dental students’ knowledge at Alborz
University of Medical Sciences regarding medical emergencies in 2019.

Materials and Methods: This descriptive, cross-sectional study included all dental
students from the 6th to 12th semesters at Alborz University of Medical Sciences
(100 students) using a census method. The data collection tool was a questionnaire
consisting of three sections: demographic information, the necessity and sufficiency
of learning about medical emergencies, and dental students’ knowledge of medical
emergencies. The collected data were analyzed using SPSS software version 21 and
descriptive and analytical statistics at a significance level of P < 0.05.

Results: Out of 100 students, 90 completed the questionnaire. The mean knowledge
score of the students was 9.63 £ 2.73, with the highest score being 15. 71.1% of
participants agreed that the method of teaching medical emergencies should
be changed. Additionally, 86.7% of the students felt the need for retraining in
emergencies and how to handle them. There was a statistically significant difference
between knowledge scores and the academic semester (P =0.01) and the history of
attending cardiopulmonary resuscitation workshops (P = 0.03).

Conclusion: The knowledge of Alborz University of Medical Sciences dental
students regarding medical emergencies was poor and unsatisfactory. The findings
of this study, consistent with the results of other studies, highlight the necessity of
reviewing and revising the curriculum related to medical emergencies in dentistry.
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