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Abstract

Background: The purpose of this report was to review the status of dental care provision
in the world and Iran.

Methods: Using the available data and information related to the status of dental services in
Iran, such as the results of important national studies, including household income cost,
utilization studies, etc., the system of dental services provision in Iran was evaluated and
the weaknesses and strengths of this system were investigated in a comprehensive manner.

Results: The role of medical insurance is very important in reducing inequality. The
insurance system should be reformed to improve the coverage of dental services and
encourage a preventive approach to oral health services. Further research is required to
develop standards in order to promote the quality of dental practice in the Islamic Republic
of Iran through using global standards and adapting these standards to the health conditions
and policies of the country to maximize the participation of stakeholders and enhance the
implementation acceptance. Considering the availability of evidence-based methods and
better practices for dental caries and the prevention of periodontal diseases, it is expected
that all individuals, especially the prioritized target groups in Iran, will benefit the most in
the future.

Conclusions: With continued efforts in this area and considering the principles of
autonomy and the right to choose as well as the importance of achieve the general policies
of the system in this field, the access of all people in the country to safe, effective, and
logical dental care should be facilitated.

Keywords: Dental services; Government policy; Access to services; Health system of
countries.
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